Lessons from the Life David

Objective:  To identify some practical lessons from the life of David which we can apply to our 

own lives.

References:  
Scripture Verse: And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom 

also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after 

My own heart, who will do all My will.’ Acts 12:22
Lesson Guidelines:

· Last time we spoke of King David, we discussed 4 lessons from his life before he took the throne as king of Israel.:

· Lesson #1:  David's faithfulness in everyday tasks set him up to be used greatly by God

· Lesson #2:  David served God not man-he didn't let people's seeming disregard for him prevent him from serving as he should  
· Lesson #3  What we say in our hearts makes a difference
· Lesson #4  God's grace flows to those who call on Him

· I was told last time that I went over too many points so today, I'd like to limit our discussion to 2 points.  

· Lesson #5  The wise listen and consider regardless of who is speaking.  
·  There were many instances in King David's life when God brought someone before him to speak truth to help steer him back to the right path.  King David proved himself wise many times over.  One such example can be seen in his interaction with Abigail after his encounter with her foolish husband.
· Encounter with Nabal or rather Abigail – I Samuel 25:2-42

· I Samuel 25:32-33 “And David said to Abigail, ‘Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,who sent you this day to meet me! Blessed be your discretion, and blessed be you, who have kept me this day from bloodguilt and from avenging myself with my own hand!’”
· Another time is when Nathan the prophet comes to David to confront him over his sin with Bathsheba. 
· 2 Sam 12:7-13 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave you your master’s house and your master’s wives into your keeping, and gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if that had been too little, I also would have given you much more! 9 Why have you despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in His sight? You have killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the people of Ammon. 10 Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, before the sun.’” 
13 So David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”
· And again, in 2 Sam 16:5-14 we see King David regard what is being said to him without reacting out of emotion.  Now when King David came to Bahurim, there was a man from the family of the house of Saul, whose name was Shimei the son of Gera, coming from there. He came out, cursing continuously as he came. 6 And he threw stones at David and at all the servants of King David. And all the people and all the mighty men were on his right hand and on his left. 7 Also Shimei said thus when he cursed: “Come out! Come out! You bloodthirsty man, you rogue! 8 The LORD has brought upon you all the blood of the house of Saul, in whose place you have reigned; and the LORD has delivered the kingdom into the hand of Absalom your son. So now you are caught in your own evil, because you are a bloodthirsty man!” 
9 Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king? Please, let me go over and take off his head!” 
10 But the king said, “What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? So let him curse, because the LORD has said to him, ‘Curse David.’ Who then shall say, ‘Why have you done so?’” 
11 And David said to Abishai and all his servants, “See how my son who came from my own body seeks my life. How much more now may this Benjamite? Let him alone, and let him curse; for so the LORD has ordered him. 12 It may be that the LORD will look on my affliction,[a] and that the LORD will repay me with good for his cursing this day.” 13 And as David and his men went along the road, Shimei went along the hillside opposite him and cursed as he went, threw stones at him and kicked up dust. 14 Now the king and all the people who were with him became weary; so they refreshed themselves there.

· We are also told of an instance when King David did NOT respond wisely and it had serious long lasting repercussions. 2 Sam 11:1-5 It happened in the spring of the year, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the people of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.
2 Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed and walked on the roof of the king’s house.(idleness opened the door to temptation) And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to behold. 3 So David sent and inquired about the woman. And someone said, “Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 4 Then David sent messengers, and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with her, for she was cleansed from her impurity; and she returned to her house. 5 And the woman conceived; so she sent and told David, and said, “I am with child.”  

· In this instance, King David did not consider the truth the someone was telling him.  He was already reacting out of emotion and was so focused on the intention of his own heart that he could not hear or heed that God was giving him a way out.   
· Dietrich Bonhoeffer made the observation that when lust takes control, ‘At this moment God…loses all reality…Satan does not fill us with hatred of God, but with forgetfulness of God.’ 
· What a world of wisdom there is in this statement! When we are in the grip of lust the reality of God fades. The longer King David leered, the less real God became to him. Not only was his awareness of God diminished, but David lost awareness of who he himself was—his holy call, his frailty, and the certain consequences of sin. This is what lust does! It has done it millions of times. God disappears to lust glazed eyes.”

· This breach of wisdom leads us to our 2nd life lesson for today.  
· Lesson #6  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. Gal 6:7
· Let's continue with the story of David and Bathsheba.  David sins with Bathsheba and then tries to cover that sin with another by murdering Uriah, her husband once he finds out she is pregnant.  
· God sends Nathan the prophet to confront David.  He begins with the parable.  2 Sam 12:1-15 Then the LORD sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and said to him: “There were two men in one city, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had exceedingly many flocks and herds. 3 But the poor man had nothing, except one little ewe lamb which he had bought and nourished; and it grew up together with him and with his children. It ate of his own food and drank from his own cup and lay in his bosom; and it was like a daughter to him. 4 And a traveler came to the rich man, who refused to take from his own flock and from his own herd to prepare one for the wayfaring man who had come to him; but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.”
5 So David’s anger was greatly aroused against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who has done this shall surely die! 6 And he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and because he had no pity.” 
7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave you your master’s house and your master’s wives into your keeping, and gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if that had been too little, I also would have given you much more! 9 Why have you despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in His sight? You have killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the people of Ammon. 10 Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, before the sun.’” 
13 So David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” 
And Nathan said to David, “The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14 However, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also who is born to you shall surely die.” 15 Then Nathan departed to his house.
· Notice how quickly the response of God's forgiveness came once the confession was made. David said, "I have sinned against the Lord," and Nathan said, "The Lord also has taken away your sin; you shall not die."

· There is an encouragement there for all of us to confess our sins right away. We should never delay when we have done wrong. David could have had this forgiveness a year before, had he confessed rather than covered the matter up.

· There is a problem with that, though. Since God is so generous with his forgiveness, sometimes we may take it lightly. We may be inclined to forget the law of reaping. 

· God's mercy extends forgiveness to us and allows us to have an uninterrupted relationship with Him.  There are, however, often lasting consequences for our sin.  
· Notice in these verses that David reaped in kind what he had sown. The seeds sown were adultery and murder. The crop predicted by Nathan was the same as the seed. In David's family from then on there would be adultery (someone close to David would lie with his wives in broad daylight) and murder (the sword would never depart from his house).
· Each one of these consequences came to fruition in David's lifetime.

· The child born from this sin, died despite David's fasting and prayer.

· His son Absalom would lead a rebellion against David and upon the counsel of Ahitophel,(some say Bathsheba's grandfather), asserted his new power by sleeping with David's concubines on the roof of the palace.( 2 Sam 16:20-22)

· His daughter Tamar was raped by her brother Amnon who gave into his lust (just like his dad)

· Because of this, Absolom who was Tamar's full brother took revenge by killing Amnon (his half brother).

· Because King David did not deal with either of his sons for their transgressions there was continual strife between them and ultimately this led to the death of Absolom and another rebellious son Adonijah who was executed by Solomon after David's death.  

· The thing to remember is that while God is more than willing to forgive our sins and restore us back into relationship, we will still carry the consequences of our sins sometimes for many years- sometimes for life.

· Some may say that this is an OT story so does this principle still apply in the age of grace?  Let's consider-- sex outside marriage is highly risky b/c of STDs some of which will never go away and can affect a person's ability to have children.  People who married and were not virgins struggle with emotional/psychological issues in their sexual relationships with their eventual spouse.  People who take drugs often become addicted and have permanent alterations to their brain chemistry and continue with diminished capacities far after they have been clean and sober.  The list goes on and on.  Our God is good.  Today He is giving each of us a reminder of reality if we are wise enough to listen.  

Glory Be to God Forever

 

 

  

 

 

